Fatal dog bites in New Zealand.
To examine fatalities from dog bites in New Zealand and review New Zealand's most recent fatalities, and the commonalities they show with dog attacks both in New Zealand and overseas. Information was collated from past studies, international reviews, and press coverage and then summarised. This information was then applied and added to a forensic review of the dog bite-related fatality recorded in 2004 in Dunedin. Dogs are no different the world over. There have been five confirmed dog bite-related fatalities in New Zealand. Dog attacks in New Zealand strongly resemble those from other developed countries. Indeed similar situations increase the odds of an attack. Awareness of these situations may make avoidance of dog bites easier.